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TIRANA METROPOLIS

Projects excerpts from:

Berlage Institute Core Research 

Tirana: a Modern European Capital
under the guidance of E. Zenghelis and P. V. Aureli

Tirana Summer Academy park projects



Tirana in the 1980s: official pictures



1986/1990: New Regulatory Plan



The city as an Archipelago:

The design actions deal with the constitutive materials of 

the city – the Fascist centre from the Italian occupation, the 

emblematic monuments of the Communist period, until the 

uncontrolled sprawl explosion – as found in reality, as 

relatively autonomous entities, but also as the components 

of a potential «intelligible figure of what the city needs in 

order to be recognized as such by its inhabitants», a 

recognizable whole which is pursued in a strategy of 

transformation and re-combination of the fragments.



Tirana as an archipelago



Action 1: fine tuning





Neighbourhood: ideal abstraction. Garden city, labyrinth, fortress 



Distilling patterns: adaptation modes

the garden city > the urban garden city; the fortress > the fluid fortress; 

the labyrinth > the porous labyrinth



Adaptation of abstract models into pre-existing urban fabrics



Action 3: structuring





Reinforcing and interconnecting realities: 

necklace of parks and 3 rivers corridor, reinforced and interconnected centralities, civic axis



The New Metropolitan Concentration

A sequential organization of the New Forms of Concentration



pilot projects



from Axis to Section



Action 5: complementing





Long-term masterplan: Tirana, Durres, Northern and Southern corridors, green heart



Project clusters: Residential Basin, Metropolitan seeds, 

Metropolitan Meteorites and Agricultural University



Pilot projects along Northern Corridor


